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Creativity, authenticity

The Protected Geographical 

Indication, which complies with 

European regulations, is not just a

quality mark - it also symbolises 

a deep-rooted connection with a

particular region.

This in turn is reflected in the environmental stewardship to which wine growers

are committed, via measures in favour of biodiversity and the enhancement of

local landscapes and architectural heritage, for example. 

Ensuring the long-term future of an IGP and a region’s existence also involves 

community spirit; it is a story written by the wine growers who live off the land. 

Hence, we have chosen to centre each of our designations on its characteristic

focal point:

heritage sites, places of natural beauty and the contribution of men and women.

Although our region’s PGIs are proud of their creativity, they undeniably share a 

family likeness and the same authenticity. 

Many of them are blended wines which, whilst embracing international grape 

varieties, also remain loyal to traditional grapes that are well-suited to the 

Mediterranean climate, like Carignan, Cinsault, Grenache and Syrah. 

Increasing numbers of them are also rosés, which are gaining market share 

currently in France and abroad. 

Protected Geographical Indication wines, which combine authenticity and creativity,

are just setting out on their journey and there is every likelihood that it will be 

an eventful and exciting one!

René Moreno
Chairman of the PGI branch of the CIVL 

CONTENTS

The AOC Languedoc Wine Marketing Board (CIVL) and Sud de France PGIs

The CIVL now covers the entire Languedoc-Roussillon region, with its regional

Languedoc appellation; 36 controlled appellations and designations - of which

29 are still wines, 4 dessert wines and 3 sparkling wines; and 22 protected

geographical indications (PGI) extending over four departments: Aude, Hérault,

Gard and Pyrénées-Orientales. 

The region boasts a typically Mediterranean climate and is characterised by a

wide variety of soil types: extensive pebbled terraces; sandstone and marl; 

limestone and schist; clay soils; pudding stones; sandy soils; molasse… 
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The logo is a sign of quality and origin recognised in Europe. Wines linked to a specific
area thus enjoy international protection. 
The abbreviation PGI - which stands for Protected Geographical Indication and supersedes
the name Vin de Pays or Country Wine - is perhaps a less poetic term, but it has 

strengthened consumer confidence by improved identification and certification.
Spread over four departments - 2 in Pyrénées-Orientales; 8 in Aude; 8 in Hérault; and 3 in Gard - they are
often blended wines, in all three colours. A significant proportion are rosés although reds are in a majority.
They are created by free-spirited, inventive wine growers, both independent and co-operative 
wineries, and must comply with production specifications. They have a strong bond with their native region
with which they are identified.

KEY INDICATORS

THE WINE REGIONS
OF LANGUEDOC-ROUSSILLON

WHAT IS A PGI MARK?

Languedoc-Roussillon’s rich history has endowed it with an outstanding cultural heritage which 
includes Unesco and French heritage sites - the Canal du Midi, Cité de Carcassonne, and Saint-Guilhem-
le-Désert, for example. Wine growing is part of this broader context and some wines take their name
from local landmarks. 

HERITAGE SITES

Stretching from the Mediterranean to the foothills of the Cévennes mountains, one word defines the
region: diversity. It characterises the landscapes - home to the vineyards - the amazing microclimates
and the wide array of wines in all three colours. 

Valleys, rivers and mountains are not only shaped by nature: regions also emerge through the collective
efforts of the men and women who live off the land. Sometimes, areas are called after names known
only to them, and they give their wines a certain poetic edge. 

PLACES OF NATURAL BEAUTY 

STORIES OF MEN AND WOMEN



4

PGI INDUSTRY 
DYNAMICS

South of France PGIs account for 14% of sales of wines from the Languedoc-Roussillon
area (24% of PGI wines).
Most of them are made and sold as reds (60%) although over the past few years, the share
of rosé wines has increased significantly (31% compared with 18% in the 1990s). 81% of
sales are departmental PGIs (Aude, Gard, Pays d’Hérault) and 19% local designations. 
Incidentally, of the 16 local designations, 6 account for 77% of sales volumes.

THE REGION’S DEFINING FEATURES
THE REGION PRODUCES BOTH AOC AND PGI WINES
• 90% of the Languedoc-Roussillon area’s 235,000 hectares under vine are classed as AOC or PGI, making it France’s foremost region
for geographical indication wines.

• 13.5 million hectolitres were produced by the region in 2013, including 9.4 million of PGI; 1.4 million of Languedoc AOC and 0.4 m of
Roussillon AOC; 0.8 m of Côtes du Rhône (Gard) and 1.5 m of wines without a GI.

A GROWING MARKET

• For the past decade or so, bottled wine and cellar door sales have constantly increased, enhancing product value.

AN IMPORTANT ECONOMIC FABRIC 
• 2,500 wine firms, 400 shipping companies.

CATEGORY DECLARATIONS

SALES

PGI

COLOURS

PGI SOUTH OF FRANCE
1 859 000 hl

DEPARTMENTAL PGIS
1 487 000 hl

LOCAL PGI DESIGNATIONS
372 000 hl

62 % 29 % 9 % 66 % 28 % 6 % 44 % 30 % 26 %

PGI 
SOUTH OF
FRANCE
1 890 000 hl

DEPARTMENTAL
PGIS

1 521 000 hl

LOCAL PGI 
DESIGNATIONS

367 000 hl
+

+=

58 % - SHIPPERS

RED 1 125 318 hl 

ROSÉ 587 478 hl 

WHITE 174 390 hl 

GARD 324 000 hl

AUDE 478 000 hl 

HÉRAULT 719 000 hl 

MAIN DESIGNATIONS
COTEAUX D’ENSÉRUNE 31 000 hl

CITÉ DE CARCASSONNE 40 000 hl 

COTEAUX DE PEYRIAC 48 000 hl

CÉVENNES 52 000 hl 

CÔTES DE THONGUE 52 500 hl 

CÔTES DE THAU 56 000 hl 

OTHERS 87 000 hl 

42 % - PRODUCERS

60 % 31 % 9 %

Source: ODG, 2011/2012 vintage

Source CIVL



SALES CHANNELS FOR PGI SOUTH OF FRANCE
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A STRONG FRENCH MARKET
Most South of France PGIs retail in the French market which accounts for
74% of sales. Nationwide, multiple grocers represent a third of sales. 
Exports to the European Union (8 litres out of 10) account for one quarter
of sales.

SALES DISTRIBUTION OF SOUTH OF FRANCE PGIS
In multiple grocer stores, over 80% of sales are departmental PGIs (primarily

Aude and Pays d’Hérault) and almost 20% local designations.

PGI EXPORT TRENDS LANGUEDOC-ROUSSILLON*

40 %

PGI AUDE
35 %

PGI SOUTH OF FRANCE
34 %

PGI GARD
12 %

200 000 hl

150 000 hl

100 000 hl

50 000 hl

GERMANY

NETHERLANDS
BELGIUM

UNITED KINGDOM
CHINA

JAPAN

UNITED SATES

SWITZERLAND
0 hl

CITÉ DE CARCASSONNE 4 %

COTEAUX DE PEYRIAC 3 %
COTEAUX DʼENSÉRUNE 3 %

CÔTES DE THAU 2 %
CÔTES DE THONGUE 1 %

CÉVENNES 1 %
OTHERS 5 %

26 %

9 %

30 %

EUROPEAN UNION (27)
392 959 hl

81 %

THIRD 
COUNTRIES

93 554 hl
19 %

Others

Export
hard discount (hors Aldi Lidl)

French multiple grocers

2012
2013

* 2013 - Except for Pays d'Oc PGI

PGI EXPORT TRENDS LANGUEDOC-ROUSSILLON
BY COUNTRY - 12 MONTHS

Germany is still the leading customer country for Languedoc-Roussillon
PGIs* with 40% of sales, followed by the Netherlands with 16%. 
Interestingly, exports to Belgium and the United Kingdom are virtually on a
par with each other. These 4 countries account for over 80% of export sales.

81 % OF SALES 
ARE DEPARTMENTAL PGIS 
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Coopérative Terroirs et Garrigues
23 route de Béziers - 34490 Corneilhan

+33 4 67 37 71 63

20 000 hl
4 Co-operative wineries 

28 Independent wineries
6

CITÉ DE CARCASSONNE

Domaine Saint Martin - 11250 Leuc
+33 4 68 78 75 88

info@vins-citedecarcassonne.com 
  www.vins-citedecarcassonne.com

50 000 hl
7 Co-operative wineries 

38 Independent wineries

Bordered by the Mediterranean sea in the South, the Coteaux de Béziers stretch over terraces
dating from the Villafranchian age to the north of the city. From the other side of the nine
locks along the Canal du Midi, the cathedral can be seen.
An amazing collection of 19th century town houses designed by many renowned architects
harks back to the town’s rich wine growing past. From further back in history, Béziers also
boasts wonderful examples of religious architecture from the Romanesque and Gothic 
periods, including a cathedral overlooking the Orb valley. 
A contemporary twist has been given to the cathedral to create the Coteaux de Béziers PGI’s
emblem. As the birthplace of Pierre-Paul Riquet, the town is also home to two of the Canal
du Midi’s most famous structures: the bridge-canal and the monumental series of locks
known as the Neuf Ecluses. The vineyards are located between the Libron, a river flowing
from the foothills of the Cévennes to Mediterranean, and the river Orb. Their wines are 
enjoyed, amongst others, by the aficionados who meet up every summer for the Feria, one
of the most popular events in the South of France.

COTEAUX DE BÉZIERS

The ramparts offer sweeping views of the vineyards which peacefully surround the mediae-
val walled city of Carcassonne. The vineyards are bordered in the West by the Malepère
area, in the South by the foothills of the Pyrenees, and in the East by the Minervois and the
Corbières.

How many areas can boast two Unesco heritage sites within their boundaries! Here, there is
the walled city of Carcassonne, from which the wine region takes its name, as well as the
Canal du Midi, which wends its way past the city. Yet, both were almost lost forever. People
had begun dismantling the ramparts when Prosper Mérimée fell in love with the mediaeval
fortifications and tasked Eugène Viollet-le-Duc with restoring them. As for the Canal, town
councillors in Carcassonne were unwilling to loosen the purse strings to pay for the canal to
run past the city and the present-day route dates from 1810. 
This, now world-famous site, was a natural choice for wine growers to name their area. 
Although their wines bear the archetypal body and structure typical of Mediterranean 
offerings, they also display a freshness and elegance that is characteristic of their Atlantic
influence. Their sales have not only benefited from the growth in tourism, but also from a
series of major events occurring during the summer in one of France’s most visited towns. 

Languedoc-Roussillon, a frontier region and historically the scene of struggles, offers
up an outstanding architectural and cultural heritage: Celtic oppida, Roman remains,
Cistercian abbeys, mediaeval castles, and Romanesque or Gothic churches. More 
recent additions include winery architecture from the 19th century, with co-operative
and independent wineries catering for even the most inquisitive sightseers. 
The region also boasts protected areas of outstanding natural beauty and national
parks. Wine growing is part of this historic and cultural context and helped shape the
landscapes. It is therefore only logical that the area’s wines should be called after
these heritage sites, some of which are renowned internationally.HERITAGE SITES



Vigneron du Pays d’Ensérune
235 avenue Jean Jaurès - 34370 Maraussan

+33 67 90 08 80

25 000 hl
1 Co-operative wineries 

18 Independent wineries

The vines are planted East of Narbonne, along the shores of the Mediterranean and the
edge of the La Clape range of hills, following the river Aude as far as the Canal du Midi.
The vineyards for this PGI are located around the ancient Gallo-Roman capital, Narbonne,
which has always been a centre for trade and wine.
The area boasts an amazing array of natural and architectural heritage sites. In terms of na-
tural beauty spots, it is home to the La Clape range of hills, which was an island at the start
of our era, as well as the wetlands that were designated a regional natural park. From an
architectural perspective, there is Narbonne with its Palais des Archevêques, its Horreum, its
Roman villa in the Lombard style and its merchants’ bridge, one of only a few mediaeval
structures to have preserved its houses. There is also Sallèles d’Aude and its magnificent
Gallo-Roman potters’ museum, a reminder that wine was exported from here as early as the
1st century BC. 
The Canal de la Robine, a section of the Canal du Midi linking it to the sea, with its overflow
in Gaillousty, also deserves a mention – it is a remarkable piece of 18th century architecture.
That wine growers should choose as their emblem, the cathedral whose silhouette can be
seen from across the entire plain, was therefore a natural and cultural choice. 
Their wines are made primarily from traditional grape varieties but they also offer a range
of novel blends for consumers to discover including a selection of Caladoc (a cross between
Malbec and Grenache), which gives their rosés an attractive pale pink colour. 

COTEAUX DE NARBONNE

Maison des Vignerons
Zac Bonne Source - 22 rue Ernest Cognacq

BP 40527 - 11105 Narbonne Cedex
+33 4 68 90 22 29 - Fax : +33 4 68 90 22 23

5 000 hl
2 Co-operative wineries 

15 Independent wineries

7

Located in approximately fifteen districts between the rivers Orb and Aude, North-West of

Béziers, the area’s name comes from the famous oppidum overlooking the dry lakebed of

Montady, the Canal du Midi and Malpas tunnel. 

The Coteaux d’Ensérune stand at the crossroads of four major periods in history. Firstly, the

Celtic civilisation, which established an oppidum known as Ensérune in the 6th century BC

on a hill overlooking marshlands, and was home to a people that traded with the booming

Greek world. Then, during the Middle Ages, after 500 years of unrest, men clawed back un-

cultivated land and drained lake Montady to plant crops.  

The ‘Grand Siècle’ brought with it the visionaries, like Pierre-Paul Riquet who designed the

Canal du Midi and dug the world’s first navigable tunnel (in Le Malpas) to overcome the

route’s final major obstacle. 

Ultimately, modern times saw the creation of the first co-operative winery in Maraussan, of-

ficially opened over 100 years ago by Jean Jaurès. Such a rich history provides the perfect

opportunity for inviting the public to events such as the Bacchanales in June.

COTEAUX D’ENSÉRUNE



10 000 hl
6 Co-operative winery

34 Independent wineries

Jean-Pierre Vanruyskensvelde 
+33 06 72 88 64 68

saintguilhemledesert-vin.com

Cave coopérative
rue Mireille - 30320 Marguerittes

+33 6 07 62 86 21 - contact@coteauxpontdugard.com
www.coteauxpontdugard.com

9 000 hl
6 Co-operative winery

14 Independent wineries
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This is an extensive vineyard area stretching from the edge of the Gard department in the
East, embracing Mount Hortus and the Pic Saint Loup and then nestling amongst the foothills
of the Seranne and Mount Baudile in the West, overlooking the coastal river Hérault. 

North of Montpellier, the garrigue, forests and limestone plateaux hold pride of place as far
as the Larzac and the Cévennes. The upper Hérault valley cuts through this expansive unspoilt
area and its range of remarkable scenery, from gently undulating Mediterranean hills to steep
limestone cliff faces. Obviously, vines and wine growing are an integral part of this region.
On sparse arable land, alongside olive groves, vineyards are mostly grown on high ground,
imparting astonishing freshness to the wines. The region is also steeped in history and man-
kind has made its mark, as evidenced by the local architectural heritage. 
Aniane abbey, founded in the 8th century by Saint Benedict, is one of the cornerstones of
the area’s resurgence, following its decline after the collapse of the Roman Empire. 
In 804, the Count of Toulouse and Duke of Aquitaine, Guilhem, founded an abbey in Gellone
valley, at the time uninhabited by man - a ‘desert’. 
Saint-Guilhem-le-Désert, a jewel of Romanesque art, is now a Unesco and French heritage
site. Montferrand castle, perched on its breathtakingly steep and rocky ridge, was mentioned
for the first time in 1123 as a fiefdom of the Count of Toulouse before being handed over to
the bishop of Maguelone after the Albigensian crusade. 

ADDITIONAL GEOGRAPHICAL STATEMENTS THAT CAN BE APPENDED 
TO THE SAINT-GUILHEM-LE-DESERT PGI ARE:
VAL DE MONTFERRAND, CITÉ D’ANIANE

The Roman bridge transporting water to Nîmes has lent its name to a wine region stretching
from Bagnols sur Cèze to Sommières, via Nîmes - just like the aqueduct itself.

An extensive area of vineyards fans out from the Pont du Gard - a monument two thousand
years old - from the shores of the Mediterranean to the border with Ardèche, and from the
lagoons of the Petite Camargue to Pont Saint-Esprit, via the banks of the Rhône. 
The region is home to an exceptionally rich cultural heritage, boasting not only the world
heritage site, the Pont du Gard, but also the Roman city of Nîmes; the Duchy of Uzès; Beau-
caire, a town with strong links to the arts, history and waterways; and Sommières, a market
town since the Middle Ages. Most of the soils are limestone but are nevertheless extremely
diverse. They range from coarse-grained yellow stone known as Pont du Gard stone, to white
and hard limestone along the garrigue-clad plateaux, and blond limestone from Uzès. Along
the banks of the Rhône or the coastal rivers, the soils are covered with pebbles transported
by water; elsewhere, the land is strewn with dazzling white stones, or silt which gives the
soil a yellowish tone and oxidised clay turns a red-brown colour. The climate is Mediterra-
nean, it is unforgiving, with hot, dry summers. The Mistral wind is often powerful and alter-
nates with sea breezes which can cause torrential rainfall in the Autumn. 

COTEAUX DU PONT DU GARD

SAINT GUILHEM LE DÉSERT



This area is located North of a line from Sommières to Bagnols-sur-Cèze and is partly within
a national park. One of its defining features are the distinctive, extremely well-kept terraces
for which the Cévennes are famous. 

The PGI takes its name from the Cévennes mountain range, the most southerly foothills of
the Massif Central. For a long time, it was a protestant stronghold and France’s largest temples
are situated in Saint Hippolyte du Fort and Anduze. Grown mainly on limestone soils, the 
vineyards cover undulating landscapes, shaped by rivers and their fearsome floods, where
they grow alongside orchards, olive groves and cereal crops. The Cévennes are a very popular
destination for rural tourism and people who love walking, horse-riding or water activities. It
has a long-standing reputation for its clean, cool bathing water. Alongside its rich natural 
heritage, including the Cévennes national park which was declared a Unesco Biosphere 
Reserve, the area is teeming with cultural initiatives like the National Circus Centre in Alès, a
documentary film festival in Lassalle and the Transes Musicales in Sumène. All these attractions
have enabled wine growers in the Cévennes PGI to develop cellar door sales in conjunction
with other clearly identified local products, such as the famous Cévennes sweet onion. 

 Cave coopérative
1, route de la Plaine - 30140 Massillargues-Atuech

+33 06 07 62 86 21
contact@vinsdescevennes.com

www.vinsdescevennes.com

60 000 hl
19 Co-operative winery

50 Independent wineries

This area is a series of terraces forming an arch along the western shores of Lake Thau, 
dominated by the former volcano of Agde and the Mont St Clair in Sète. 

This area is a series of terraces forming an arch along the western shores of Lake Thau, 
dominated by the former volcano of Agde and the Mont St Clair in Sète. Stretching over 
6 districts bordering the lake, the Côtes de Thau area offers up an unusual natural setting
ranging from the sea, the lake, beaches and the garrigue. The presence of water has a 
moderating effect on the severe heat of the Mediterranean climate and its mild temperatures
are particularly conducive to ripening white grape varieties. It also promotes extremely varied
plant and animal life: reed beds, avocets, ducks and flamingos. 
There is also a strong geological identity as the region is home to the most southerly chains
of volcanoes belonging to the Massif Central, hence the characteristic basalt stone walls in
villages such as Marseillan or the stunning black beach in Cap d’Agde. Here, although Terret
is the time-honoured grape variety, other grapes with a high potential for aroma and quality
can also be found: Chardonnay, Sauvignon and Viognier are the most significant. Rosé wines
are also promoted during the holiday season under the compelling strapline: “The rosé 
making waves”.

THE ADDITIONAL GEOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT THAT CAN BE APPENDED TO THE COTES DE THAU PGI
CAP D’AGDE

Caves Richemer
1, rue du Progrès - 34340 Marseillan

+33 6 80 75 38 41

55 000 hl
4 Co-operative winery

13 Independent wineries
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There is one word that truly defines the region: diversity. From the wetlands

along the coast to the grass-covered slopes of the Cévennes foothills or the

herb-scented footpaths among the garrigue of Mount Caroux, the scenery is

punctuated by low-lying hills planted with pine trees and lush riverside ve-

getation. The landscape is anything but uniform and monotonous and it offers

myriad vistas. Vineyards are seamlessly woven into this backdrop and add

splashes of colour throughout the seasons, from pale green in the Spring to

blazing reds and yellows in the Autumn.

CÉVENNES

CÔTES DE THAU

PLACES OF
NATURAL BEAUTY 



20, avenue Pont de France - 11300 Limoux
+33 4 68 31 12 83

5 000 hl
2 Co-operative wineries

10 Independent wineries
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Rising to elevations of 1,000 metres, Mount Espinouse and the Caroux mountain range tower

over this long valley which wends its way South as far as Roquebrun, a village famed for its

orange trees and mimosa.

From East to West, the climate ranges from Mediterranean to Oceanic in influence. This 

diversity, coupled with varied geological formations, promotes an exceptional number of

plant species living side by side. 

The river Orb forms a huge comma-like shape along the mountain foothills, from Avène to

Saint Martin de l’Arçon. The area surrounding Olargues is home to one of the largest cherry

orchards in Europe, located beneath the belt of an extremely widespread breadfruit tree, the

chestnut. 

In Summer, Mounts Caroux and Espinouse offer cool temperatures and unique woodland

walks: mushrooming and picking wild raspberries and blueberries are a good excuse for a

hike and for those who stumble upon a group of mouflon or wild boar, the memories will

last a lifetime. Wine growers in the Haute Vallée de l’Orb have successfully developed 

extremely aromatic red, rosé and white wines on a boutique scale, making them even more

compelling. Sold mainly at the cellar door, they play a special part in the development of

the economy and wine tourism in this land of legends, at the foot of the ‘recumbent woman’,

the name given to Mount Caroux. 

Maison de Pays 
1 rue de la République - 34600 Bédarieux

+33 4 67 95 08 79

6 000 hl
3 Co-operative wineries

12 Independent wineries

From the outskirts of Carcassonne to the mouth of the Ardèche gorges is a natural amphi-

theatre backing on to Ariège and surrounding Limoux. In climatic terms, it is on the dividing

line between the Mediterranean and the Atlantic.

The PGI’s name comes from the river Aude which rises in the Pyrenees mountains and cuts
through the vineyards. Its gushing waters provide excitement for lovers of canoeing and 
rafting. This is abbey country and they host high quality classical music concerts throughout
the summer.  The production area forms an extensive amphitheatre around Limoux, along
the valley. Nestled amongst the foothills of the Pyrenees in the South, it is enclosed in the
West by Mounts Chalabre and Razès, by the Corbières in the East and it partly opens up in
the Carcassonne region to the North. It is subject to the Mediterranean climate as well as
oceanic influences that are at least as strong, which is unusual for Languedoc. There is also
the elevation factor, as the vineyards are planted on relatively high ground, requiring a par-
ticular choice of grape varieties with a short growing season that are suited to late Springs
and cool Autumns. 
In white wines, which account for 60% of production, this environment promotes levels of
aromatic expression, freshness and balance that are unrivalled in the Mediterranean region.

HAUTE VALLÉE DE LʼAUDE

HAUTE VALLÉE DE LʼORB



7 000 hl
1 Co-operative wineries
6 Independent wineries
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The vineyards here extend over 12 villages, separated from the Mediterranean and the lakes
of Leucate and Sigean by a chain of limestone hills, in the heart of the Corbières mountain
range.  

Mankind lived here from a very early date. A few Greek merchants ventured into the area
but the Romans were the first to take a real interest in it, not to plant vines which thrived
in the plains of Narbonne, but to tap into its rich iron resources. Later on, the coastal river
that runs through it - the Berre - lent its name to a battle between the Francs and the
Umayyads, marking the decline of Arab presence in Septimania. Its name is linked to lots of
legends and stories, particularly one telling of how an epidemic decimated livestock in the
plains yet miraculously spared the valley, which thus became known as the Vallée du Paradis
or Paradise Valley. 
It was totally landlocked until a proper road was opened, linking it to the coast. At the end
of the 19th century, the highway paved the way for the development of agriculture and wine
growing would become the main crop.
Nevertheless, the Vallée du Paradis remained unspoilt and its landscapes and footpaths 
attract lovers of holidays in the country. Wine tourism has been particularly successful and
by welcoming ‘wine of the angels’ enthusiasts, many wine growers have boosted its 
reputation still further. 

Maison des Vignerons
Zac Bonne Source - 22 rue Ernest Cognacq

BP 40527 - 11105 Narbonne Cedex
+33 4 68 90 22 29 - Fax : +33 4 68 90 22 23

8 000 hl
5 Co-operative wineries

24 Independent wineries

Maison des Vignerons
Zac Bonne Source - 22 rue Ernest Cognacq

BP 40527 - 11105 Narbonne Cedex
+334 68 90 22 29 - Fax : +33 4 68 90 22 23 

This is the region’s smallest local designation and it is set in two villages - Paziols and

Tuchan - in a valley in the heart of the Corbières.

Approximately 30 kilometres from the Mediterranean, East of the Corbières mountain range,

the Vallée du Torgan’s vineyards extend over the foothills of Mount Tauch. It owes its name

to a stream, which rises at the foot of the mountain and although often tranquil, it has been

known to rage.  

Towering over the vineyards is the silhouette of Aguilar castle which was reputedly Cathar,

but more importantly played a part in the war between Charles V and Francis I for the control

of Roussillon. It was too small to be properly defended and therefore changed hands with

every battle. The geological history of the area has given rise to myriad soil types: schist in

the North; limestone or sandstone colluvium at the foot of the Tauch; Triassic marl; and peb-

ble conglomerates on high ground in Paziols and East of Tuchan. The size of the demarcated

area and development of cultural heritage tourism with tours of the Cathar castles, enable

growers to design Vallée du Torgan wines geared to cellar door sales. 

VALLÉE DU PARADIS

VALLÉE DU TORGAN



Maison du Minervois 
35, quai des Tonneliers - 11200 Homps

+33 4 68 27 80 00 - Fax : +33 4 68 91 70 90

1 avenue de Roujan 34480 Pouzolles
+33 6 21 72 33 08

chrislabouchere@gmail.com
www.cotes-de-thongue.com 

This area forms a diamond shape with Carcassonne in the West, Homps in the East along the
Canal du Midi, Caunes-Minervois in the North and the dry lakebed of Marseillette in the
South.

The Coteaux de Peyriac stretch over 24 districts straddling two departments (22 in Aude and
2 in Hérault) in the heart of the Minervois. They form the central part of this region which is
crossed by the rivers Clamoux and Argent Double, both tributaries of the Aude. The area is
bordered in the South by the Canal du Midi, a Unesco heritage site. The Black Mountain
forms the boundary in the North and is home to the village of Caunes-Minervois which is 
famous for the red marble used to build the Château of Versailles and the Paris Opera House.
The region has historically been a crossing point between the Toulouse side of the Midi and
Languedoc. Its strategic location allows it to attract large numbers of visitors on a regular
basis to its wine festivals and events focusing on local specialities such as rice from Lake
Marseillette. Growers within the Coteaux de Peyriac PGI area can therefore realistically expect
to achieve their goal of moving into the mid-range category, catering for wine merchants,
eateries and cellar door sales, after being considered an entry-level product for many years. 

Vineyards here are planted in 23 districts located within a triangle formed by Faugères-Pé-
zenas-Béziers, in the watershed area of the river Thongue from which the designation takes
its name.

It wends its way through a chain of low-lying hills, giving the setting its own unique charm.
Most of the vineyards are planted between 50 and 100 m above sea level and enjoy the
full effects of the Mediterranean climate. The area also has a particularly rich architectural
heritage, boasting not only large 19th-century wine estates but also 13th-century castles
like the one in Margon or the Romanesque tower in Puissalicon, built in the Lombard style.
Since the designation was created, constant efforts have been made to improve quality,
both in terms of vineyard management and varietal range. As a logical next step, wine 
growers have launched an ambitious project aimed at measuring biodiversity. 

As members of the growers’ organisation, they can conduct an in-depth review of their 
estates and thereby improve viticultural techniques in order to better protect the environ-
ment. The project also brings financial rewards because, although it requires investment
upfront, it enhances the quality of the wines and consumer perception. 

55 000 hl
10 Co-operative wineries
39 Independent wineries

54 000 hl
6 Co-operative wineries

58 Independent wineries
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Valleys, rivers and mountains are not only shaped by nature: regions also emerge

through the collective efforts of men and women. 

They know they belong to an area with specific natural, cultural and heritage attri-

butes and these are brought to life through their efforts. 

This is particularly true of wine growers who live off the land. It is therefore is of

paramount importance that they share projects to protect these areas and promote

names which are sometimes known only to them, hence imparting a poetic beauty

to a range of country wines. 

COTEAUX DE PEYRIAC

CÔTES DE THONGUE

STORIES OF MEN 
AND WOMEN



Maison des Vignerons
Zac Bonne Source - 22 rue Ernest Cognacq

BP 40527 - 11105 Narbonne Cedex
+33 4 68 90 22 29 - Fax : +33 4 68 90 22 23

1 100 hl
6 Co-operative wineries

13 Independent wineries
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This area extends from the shores of the Mediterranean to the most northerly vineyards of

the Aude department and even makes a minor foray into Ariège.

The Pays Cathare PGI stretches over a large chunk of the Aude department. The designation

allows wine growers to join up with an extensive range of quality agricultural produce and

food products under the umbrella brand Aude/Pays Cathare. The brand, which is owned by

the Aude County Council, covers products and service providers related to agriculture, 

tourism and arts and crafts. It promotes values that not only identify concepts such as 

origin, authenticity and expertise, but also broader issues such as the environment, civic

education and the local community. Wine growers have therefore chosen to link the 

development of their sector with the promotion of Aude as a tourist destination and through

its range of local products by using the famous 12th and 13th-century castles dotted across

the region as a marketing tool. 

All three colours of wine are made under the Pays Cathare PGI but 85% of them are reds.

The extensive range of wines available illustrates the region’s authenticity and is also a

permanent feature at events and mediaeval festivals where they can be tasted.

The region covers an area stretching from the astonishing Way of the Cross in Gignac in
the North, to the pretty village of Saint Pons de Mauchiens in the South, near the ‘town of
Molière’, Pézénas.

Set in the heart of Languedoc, between Montpellier and Béziers and North of Sète, the 
vineyards of Vicomté d’Aumelas cover 14 districts over a small area of undulating country-
side nestled against the northern side of Aumelas plateau along the left bank of the river
Hérault. The valley, which is also referred to as the Golden Valley due to its production of
white dessert grapes, is packed with humble examples of architectural heritage such as
dolmens, dry stone huts, mills, chapels and fountains. 
There are even the remains of an optical telegraph tower invented in 1790 by Claude Chappe
which has now been very sensitively restored. A castle built by the Guilhems, lords of Mont-
pellier, to control the Hérault valley, overlooks it. Although it has lost some of its lustre, it
is nevertheless still very impressive. 
The wines are strongly influenced by the distinctive setting of the Hérault valley where the
river plays a significant part in natural temperature regulation. Many of the wines are sold
in France, Northern Europe, China and the United States and virtually all of them are bottled
within the area’s boundaries. Wine growers have rolled out a comprehensive marketing and
communications policy to support sales of their wines.

THE ADDITIONAL GEOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT THAT CAN BE APPENDED TO THE VICOMTE D’AUMELAS PGI
VALLÉE DORÉE

  Les Trois Fontaines 34230 Le Pouget
+33 4 67 96 82 87

jmsagnier@la-vicomte.fr
www.igp-vicomtedaumelas.com

15 000 hl
5 Co-operative wineries

10 Independent wineries

LE PAYS CATHARE

VICOMTÉ D’AUMELAS
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This influx of tourists, which occurs mainly from April to

October, is a wonderful opportunity to promote our local

products, particularly our wines. Producers have driven the

development of wine tourism, often in conjunction with

the local authorities, County and Regional councils, under

the umbrella brand and destination, Sud de France. 

Experiences obviously include the traditional wine routes,

offering tours of wine cellars and places of cultural interest,

as well as the many wine-themed events such as walks

through the vineyards and festive occasions. 

Wine growers also increasingly partner with the cultural

festivals that liven up the summer season. 

All of these events help to promote our wines in a friendly

atmosphere combining community spirit and good hospi-

tality.

Lining the shores of the Mediterranean, the region offers a
constant opportunity for sharing, experiencing gourmet pro-
ducts, tasting wines and indulging in some ‘chit-chat’ with the
locals. 
There is no better way to pick up the region’s history, find a
good place to stay, discover the village café or the best 
restaurants along your journey than to meet the wine growers. 
So go ahead and step inside the cellar door of an independent
or co-operative winery - we can guarantee it will be the start
of a whole new experience. 

DISCOVERING 
LANGUEDOC-ROUSSILLON

CITÉ DE CARCASSONNE

COTEAUX DE BÉZIERS

COTEAUX D’ENSÉRUNE

COTEAUX DE NARBONNE

    CÔTES CATALANES

CÔTE VERMEILLE

COTEAUX DU PONT DU GARD

SAINT GUILHEM LE DÉSERT

CÉVENNES

CÔTES DE THAU

HAUTE VALLÉE DE LʼAUDE

HAUTE VALLÉE DE LʼORB

VALLÉE DU PARADIS
VALLÉE DU TORGAN

COTEAUX DE PEYRIAC

CÔTE DE THONGUE

VICOMTÉ D’AUMELAS

Languedoc-Roussillon is the world’s 
largest wine region and one of Europe’s
leading tourist destinations. 

SABLE DE CAMARGUE



Maison des vignerons
575, Chemin du chai - 30 900 Nîmes

+33 4 66 70 94 58 - Fax +33 4 66 23 96 07
m.compan@vignerons.com
www.languedoc-wines.com

Sandwiched between the foothills of the Cévennes in the North; the Rhône
- which has carried its pebbles as far as the Costières plateau - in the
East; and the unpredictable river Vidourle in the West, this area displays
its diversity all the way to the shores of the Mediterranean. This mirrors
its rich past as evidenced by the Roman city of Nîmes with its seven hills,
the universally significant Pont du Gard, and Uzès with its duchy where
the French playwright Racine stayed, as did the co-operative theorist
Charles Gide in the late 19th century. Gard was also the scene of the Wars
of Religion in the heart of the ‘rebellious Cévennes’, extolled by Jean-Pierre
Chabrol and André Chamson. It is also home to the astonishing Camargue
and its white horses ridden by herdsmen as they round up the erratic
bulls. Aigues Mortes, departure point for Saint Louis’ crusades and now
the area’s final coastal resort after Grau du Roi and Port Camargue, is also
here. The climate and generous sunshine provide the perfect conditions
for a varied array of grape varieties. Optimum ripeness is achieved due to
the generally favourable aspect of the vineyards, putting a smile not only
on the faces of the wine growers, but also those of wine merchants and
consumers.

250 000 hl
51 Co-operative wineries
123 Independent wineries

AUDE

Maison des Vignerons
ZAC Bonne Source - 22 rue Ernest Cognacq

BP 40527 - 11105 Narbonne Cedex 
+33 4 68 90 22 29 - Fax :+33 4 68 90 22 23

GARD

Fédération IGP 34
Rond-point de la Vierge

Maurin - BP 20006 - 34871 Lattes
+33 4 67 07 03 26 - www.languedoc-wines.com
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PAYS D’HÉRAULT
Set in the heart of Languedoc, Hérault displays a wide range of soil types
for farming and like Aude and Gard, enjoys a Mediterranean climate. It
also boasts well-known historic sites and beauty spots, conducive to walks
over the rolling countryside. Sea breezes reduce the impact of excessive
heat along the entire coastal region. Two famous winds, the Mistral and
the Tramontane, meet in the Hérault department, bringing even greater
nuances depending on the aspect of the vineyards. Extraction in the red
wines is aimed at creating mellow structures and ripe, suave tannins. The
nearby coastline and Lake Thau promote impeccable balance in the whites
and rosés, allowing freshness and fruit to be preserved in the wines. Of
the geographical statements that can be appended to the PGI, the Collines
de la Moure - with their wine tasting/walking tour ‘Délices de la Moure’ in
May - and the Coteaux de Bessilles, which organise the Foulées d’Art et
de Nature in June, have proven how dynamic they are.

ADDITIONAL GEOGRAPHICAL STATEMENTS THAT 
CAN BE APPENDED TO THE PAYS D’HÉRAULT PGI
LA BÉNOVIE, BÉRANGE, BESSAN, CASSAN, CAUX, CESSENON, COLLINES DE LA MOURE, COTEAUX
DE BESSILLES, COTEAUX DE FONCAUDE, COTEAUX DE LAURENS, COTEAUX DE MURVIEL, COTEAUX
DU SALAGOU, CÔTES DU BRIAN, CERESSOU, MONT BAUDILE, MONTS DE LA GRAGE

700 000 hl
66 Co-operative wineries
677 Independent wineries

The 3 departmental PGIs - a land 
of vineyards and history
By engaging in struggles and asserting their desire to live off the land,

wine growers across the region’s departments have successfully safeguar-

ded one of Languedoc’s prized gems - its vineyards. 

Our standard wines of origin are table wines in the true sense of the

word: they are light, with a Mediterranean flavour, blended mostly from

a range of native grapes - although growers do not eschew newer varie-

ties - and pair impeccably with everyday meals. One century of history

was recently celebrated when the PGI quality mark was granted, replacing

the ‘Vin de Pays’ designation for Aude, Gard and Hérault. The wines retail

in multiple grocery stores, mostly at entry-level. They are also enjoyed

however by some estates and wine merchants looking for rare, offbeat

wines of a high standard. There’s another French Paradox!

As consumer tastes change and ‘table wines’ get bad press, we are 

considering breathing new life into a distinctive offering which is capable

of meeting consumer demand for just simple wines for sharing…

Not just any wine though, one from Southern France!

The unpredictable river Aude has lent its name to this Protected Geogra-

phical Indication. Here, vineyards stretch from the Corbières in the South

to the Black Mountain in the North, the most southerly peak of the Massif

Central, finally tapering off in the Malèpère area in the West. The region’s

first extensive wine area was introduced at a time when Narbonne was

the capital of Roman Gaul.

It expanded thanks to the Canal du Midi at the end of the 17th century,

reaching its climax in the 19th century. Since then, it has fully benefited

from advances in technology, allowing it to respond to changing consumer

habits. 

Most of the wines are blends of traditional Languedoc grape varieties.

An extension of the varietal range to include grapes such as Syrah, 

Chardonnay, Sauvignon, Merlot, Marselan, Caladoc and Chasan, however,

has broadened the product range. Vines still play a crucial part in Aude’s

rural economy and sensible vineyard management by wine growers has

helped shape the landscapes. 

Aude PGI boosts the department’s reputation as a wine producer and

promotes its economic and tourist development. 

ADDITIONAL GEOGRAPHICAL STATEMENTS THAT CAN BE APPENDED TO THE AUDE PGI

COTEAUX DE LA CABRERISSE, COTEAUX DE MIRAMONT, CÔTES DE LASTOURS, 

CÔTES DE PROUILHE, HAUTERIVE, LA CÔTE REVÉE, PAYS DE CUCUGNAN, VAL DE CESSE

400 000 hl
49 Co-operative wineries

395 Independent wineries



Conseil Interprofessionnel des Vins AOC du Languedoc et des IGP Sud de France
6, Place des Jacobins - BP 221 - 11102 Narbonne - 33 (0)4 68 90 38 30 - Fax 33 (0)4 68 32 38 00

civlinfos@languedoc-wines.com - www.languedoc-pro.com 
Facebook : Les vins de territoire du Languedoc-Roussillon


